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King County wages 
war on strangulations 


“YOUR LIFE IS IN MY HANDS’ 


Medical examiner, prosecutors 
seek to warn victims, jurors 
about domestic-violence injury 


By SARA JEAN GREEN 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

Stevie Barber’s roommates awoke to 
her screams as her boyfriend strangled 
her into unconsciousness, then set fire to 
her bedroom. 

Barber’s boyfriend and her roommates 
made it out of the burning Central District 
duplex. Firefighters pulled Barber, 21, 
from the blaze with burns to her entire 
body. She was declared dead on arrival at 
Harborview Medical Center just five days 


into 2000. 

Her death more than 17 years ago 
would become a watershed event in the 
careers of King County’s chief medical 
examiner and a senior deputy prosecutor, 
who have both spent countless hours 
educating lawmakers, first responders, 
ER physicians, nurses and jurors about 
the physical and psychological impacts of 
strangulation on victims of domestic 
violence. 

“You can easily conclude strangulation 
is more a technique of intimidation than it 
is an intent to kill. This demonstrates, 
‘Your life is in my hands,’” said Dr. Rich- 
ard Harruff, who became the county’s 
chief medical examiner the same year 
Barber was killed. 

See > WARNINGS, A6 


Strangulation reports 


Second-degree assault by strangulation is the most frequently 
filed felony domestic-violence charge in King County Superior 
Court. Here is what victims in the U.S. report to authorities. 


sexually 
assaulted 


STRANGULATION 
VICTIMS 


Source: Training Institute 
on Strangulation Prevention 
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Shipwreck sunset shows off 
a unique Oregon treasure 


ALAN BERNER / THE SEATTLE TIMES 


Visitors to the wreck of the Peter Iredale, on the Oregon coast west of Astoria, perch on the steel frame of the bow to watch a recent 
sunset as the tide comes in. The stump at left is a remnant of one of the ship’s masts. 


Part of an occasional series 


BY ALAN BERNER / Seattle Times 


staff photographer 
There’s something about ship- 
wrecks and sunsets. 
There aren’t that many wrecks 
. that are acces- 
sible world- 
wide, let 
alone those 
OREGON you can walk 
to. 
And there 


aren’t many clear sunsets in win- 
ter at the mouth of the Columbia 
River. 

The Peter Iredale was a steel 
barque with four masts. 

Built in England, it was headed 
to Portland for a cargo of wheat in 
October 1906. 

Aboard were 27 crew, cap- 
tained by H. Lawrence — plus, it 


turned out, two stowaways. 

In dense fog, the captain waited 
off the mouth of the Columbia 
River, part of the “graveyard of 
the Pacific.” This area has claimed 
more than 200 ships. 

The Peter Iredale was awaiting 
favorable weather and a Colum- 
bia bar pilot. 

But strong winds and currents 
took the ship into the breakers, 
and it ran hard aground at Clatsop 
Beach. Masts snapped, the cap- 
tain ordered all to abandon ship 
and fired rockets to summon help. 

Rescuers responded, and it was 
reported by one of them, William 
Inman, that the grateful captain 
thanked them and then passed 
around a bottle of whiskey. 

No lives were lost. 

A British naval court ruled the 
captain and officers were not at 
fault. 

The wreck drew scores to see it. 


COE FAMILY ‘COLLECTION, OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY, #12297 
Portland photographer Leo Simon made this image 19 days after 
the Peter Iredale ran aground in 1906. 


It became an immediate tourist 
attraction, and 111 years later it 
remains so. 

Jennifer Godfrey, with Oregon 
Parks and Recreation, says she, 
too, visits it as a tourist. 


“You can place your hand on it, 
feel the cold metal. It’s the ability 
to touch history, reaching back 
into time.” 


Alan Berner: 206-464-8133 or 
aberner @seattletimes.com 
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Judicial 
nominee 
has yet to 
try a case 


TRUMP PICK FOR LIFETIME 
FEDERAL POST 


Limited experience, 
political views scrutinized 


By KRISTINE PHILLIPS 
The Washington Post 

Brett Talley, a 36-year-old 
lawyer whom President Donald 
Trump nominated for a lifetime 
federal judgeship, has practiced 
law for only three years and has 
yet to try a case. 

Before his nomination in Sep- 
tember, he had been unequivocal 
about his political views. “Hillary 
Rotten Clinton might be the best 
Trumpism yet,” says a tweet from 
his account, which has since been 
made private. “A Call to Arms: It’s 
Time to Join the National Rifle 
Association” was the title of a 
blog post he wrote in January 
2013, a month after a gunman in 
Newtown, Connecticut, killed 27 
people before taking his own life. 

Talley, who also writes horror 
novels on the side, moved a step 
closer to becoming a federal 
district judge in his home state of 
Alabama on Thursday. Voting 
along party lines, the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, on which 
Republicans outnumber Demo- 
crats, approved Talley’s nomina- 
tion, which now goes to the Sen- 
ate for a full vote. 

Talley is the latest federal 
judicial nominee to draw scrutiny 
for what some say is his limited 
experience in practicing law and 

See > JUDGE, A4 


Linemen paid 


$63 an hour; 
Puerto Rico 
billed $319 


By FRANCES ROBLES 
The New York Times 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — The 
small energy outfit from Montana 
that won a $300 million contract 
to help rebuild Puerto Rico’s 
tattered power grid had few em- 
ployees of its own, so it did what 
the Puerto Rican authorities could 
have done: It turned to Florida for 
workers. 

For their trouble, the six electri- 
cal workers from Kissimmee are 
earning $42 an hour, plus over- 
time. The senior power linemen 
from Lakeland are earning $63 an 
hour working in Puerto Rico, the 
Florida utility said. Their 40 co- 
workers from Jacksonville, also 
linemen, are making up to $100 
earning double time, public re- 
cords show. 

But the Montana company that 
hired the workers, Whitefish 
Energy Holdings, had a contract 
that allowed it to bill the Puerto 

See > POWER, A7 
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